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A Note on Whale Watching in Iceland
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Abstract

Iceland is one of a few countries where whale watching and whaling are simultaneous activities. In 2015,
1,289,100 foreign tourists visited Iceland, of which 271,800 participated in whale watching. In the same
year, whalers harvested a total of 155 fin whales and 29 minke whales. While whale watching for minke
whales occurs in inner Faxafloi bay, along the capital city of Reykjavik, whaling for minke whales operates
just outside the whale watching zone. Because the two zones lie adjacent, periodic friction between the
whale watching boats and the whaling boats occurs. The author proposes a “buffer zone” between the two
zones for the peaceful co-existence of whale watching and whaling in the Faxafloi bay.
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