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A Note on Iceland's Whaling Policy after 2024
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Abstract

In February 2022, Svandis Svavarsdottir, Iceland's Minister of Food, Fisheries and Agriculture, told the media
that she would put a stop to whaling after 2024. Since only one minke whale had been harvested during the
past three years, between 2019 and 2021, no economic benefits existed for whaling. This was the key reason
for her decision. Meanwhile, in March 2022, the managing director of Hvalur hf., Iceland's whaling company,
expressed that he would resume fin whaling in the upcoming 2022 whaling season, after a hiatus of three
years. Considering the complicated political situation surrounding the current three-party coalition govern-
ment of pro-whaling rightist, center-right parties, and an anti-whaling leftist party, implementing Svandis's
decision will face considerable difficulties, if sufficient quantities of fin whales were to be harvested in the
2022 and 2023 seasons. In my view, a realistic solution is to replace the current five-year whaling regulations

that expire in 2023, with the new two-year regulations and allow whaling in the 2024 and 2025 seasons.
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